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The i‘!?iti’?é down of history is, by nmecessity, a translation.. The "languages®'
of our lives are many--those of breathing, feeling, acting, dreaming and, above all;
relating in'many mysterious, surprising, and often indescribable ways to the people -
and forces around us. 'The compelling challenge. to the historian-is to listen
sensitively to all these unwritten languages and somehow,.perhaps miraculously, .. -
learn to translate them adequately into the hard,- cold,- printed word.

One unwritten "language” of our, lives is that which speaks out of the
relatj.gnéh;:.p which each of us has in the family,. Clearly, history does provide us
with an abundmce of examples. where dﬁnship and_ family have provided a _startling
influence upon the broader course ofhuman esnegtsMuch of the Old Testament ig- -

filled with fmly records. The New Testament contains not only two separate’ ' - i

tracings of the ancestry of Jesus himself, but also numerous comments regarding -
signijfigant "tre'lat}.ve;_sfgif‘ Jesus--parxents, brothers, sisters, and' even cousins. The
and other eaz:ly ‘Church leaders.  Not only dofe‘s’f‘ﬁcripture emphasize the sanctity and -
importance of the family, but it even uses "family" vocabulary to describe . -
relationships within the Godhead and within the church. Anyone who demeans the -
importanceand impact of the fam.lyis in conflict with.the teachings and the.:
examples of scripture. _.(f
More recent history draws attention to such families as -the -Hapsburgs,. . - -
Plantagenets, Stuarts, Rothschilds, Adams, and even the Kennedys, whose influence - -
affected the history not only of their own countries, but of thé entire world. ' Long
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stretches of world hlstory are 1ndeed more concerned with the dynastlc rule of

ey

notable families than with the rising-and falling ‘of nations and ‘states.

Our attention then naturally torns to’ the church. ' With the Wesleys--John

and Charles--as a conspicuous exception, historians rarely emphasize or consider

| family relationships as having any noticeable impact upon the history of the church.

? It almost seems as if the family, while havinq‘enormous influence upon secular

8 an- 1nsignificant force When the hletory of the church is 7
being considered. S
Obvicusly, such’ an beervation' faises certain questions and concerns, and
indeed‘cx%ete%fe?%%ééiﬁqiﬁﬁépicionﬁfhaf*ﬁ6§£'chufch‘hietcriﬁns may have overlooked =
a matter of Qreat‘impéfﬁéﬁcé??aﬁé‘faiIeaﬁééﬁiecdénizé;éieeéieciéiteﬁax?emefkéble‘
influence which th& family experiehce brings into every redordable life situation.
To some extent, Pi- M. Friesen was an excepticn. “His history of the’ churchz; g
pinpoints, in both text ahd footnotes, a surprising quantity of revea].'inq ‘Family
information, which leads the’careful réadér toifﬁe7inééceﬁébleiccﬁcluéicﬁrfheu1H 
Mennonite’ Bréthren history has been deeply éf?éé%ed'by;familywécﬁéefﬁs*aﬁa fi‘* o
relationships. “Just as important, Priésen made it poasible for the Studehtiéogftﬁ
delve'furthér Into this” matter by carefully nizigg_ffffe and glving addresses and e
other identifging- -information for the ‘many participants ‘in hig" hlstory of ‘the

However; ‘Friésén ¢ommits some of the same oversights common to most other =~

churéh.

church histofiafis. He, Iike others) virtually ignores the role of ‘women iu'uhe';ﬂ'

history of ‘thé ¢hatéh. ﬂfﬁﬁ*the*sinéfeiudehlé excéption of ‘several references to

Katharina Claassen, the wife of Johann Claassen, Friesen overlooks the

unquestionable importanceé of wives, mbtheré,‘sietefs’and”déughtéré in %heihistcry

of the Memnonite Brethreh. = v ST
- Reldted o that ‘oversight is another. Friesen does comment relatively

frequently about cértain family relationships between men, particularly men of the
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same last name, mehtloninq that they are father and son, encle and nephew, or
brothers.( But he seldom notlces or mentions<the family relationships which occur
through marriage, ignoring the fact that a startling number of important men in

Mennonite Brethren history were fathers-in—law, brothers-rn«law, and‘sons—in—law

C)Zo~;w ‘l’}»«'
of others sxgnificant in the history.

However, it wasnbecause of P M Friesen s tantalizing comments about ther

several family relationships which‘he does emphasize in hlS history, that I began
twenty years ago to explore ‘the- family kinship oatterns among the Mennonites and
began to discover the intrlguing co;;le;ity'and significance of family relationships
throughout the conrse of Mennonite Brethren history :

The purpose of thls paper'is to begin to remedy thie trad1tional oversight,
and call attention to the often-overlooked, but apparently very significant, i v
occurrence: of: family relationships in.Mennonite Brethren«history,rand'to comment

upon the implications of these relatioﬁships.“ s
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The Phenomenon

T - - LR T e

The beglnnings and early hlstory of the Mennonlte Brethren Church are

P

documented by a number of skllled historians. The most voluminous and most

complete account is that written by P. M. Frlesen.1 Bekker, a partlcipant in 1t ‘

R

all, provides an lmportant, contemporary descriptlon of the early hls'tory,2 while

Lohrenz3'and Unruh from a later perspective, write accounts that are based to a

)

conSLderable degree on the earlier writings of Frlesen. Most recent of all lS the

excellent historical analy31s written by Toews.
After reading all these accounts, the reader mlght briefly reconstruct the
beginnlngs of the Mennonlte Brethren church as follows.

Confronted by the reallzatlon that a contlnual spiritual decline was
occurring in the Mennonite colony known as the Molotschna Colony, a small
group of men, who had been influenced by the preaching of a Pietist minister
named Wuest, and by other experiences of careful spiritual self-examination,
decided to register their objection to the corruption around them by requesting
that. they be served communion separately from the remainder of the church.



When their request was denied, they responded in November 1859 by meeting
together and, without authorization from the church, observing communion
under the leadership of a local school teacher, Abraham Cornelsen.

Denounced by the leaders in the established church, and rebuked at a
stormy churchmmeetlng at. the Gnadenfeld Church, the small group asked -
Cornelsen to prepare a document of secession. On January 6, 1860, they met
to consider the document, and agonized over it with prayers and earnest
reflection. Of thosa present, eighteen men then signed the document, breakinq
their ties with the established church. '

Asked by the elder of the Ohrloff Church to explain their actlon, another
document was signed on.March 19, 1860, by. thirty-two or thirty-three men-
(the sources differ!). Despite subsequent opposition and persecution, the
church continued to grow. Johann Claassen, one of the members, represented
the interests of the new church to officials at St. Petersburg, while the
asgistance of the Ohrloff Church elder provided some relief to the members
back home.
o Seeklng a place where they could live unprovoked, the church requested :
new land in the Kuban region, which the government finally granted them. With
governmental recognition, persecution gradually subsided. The young church o
continued to grow, through efforts of evangelism among the Mennonites, other
German-speaking- colonists -around them, and even-among the Russians. By 1885,
twenty~-five years after the founding of the church, there were 1800 members
in Russia, in.contrast to the original eighteen.

Unfortunately, this "bare~bones" description of the historical events,

while accurately reflecting most scholars' understanding of the foundingtof the

no notice of the surprisxngly close family relatzonshlps among the early members of
the church. We shall now reexamine the beglnnlngs of the church. hls tlme
concentrating upon the indlviduals who pertlcipated in the founding of the church
and considering the h;therto-unexamined family aspects in the establishment of

the church

" To essiSt'us,'we'sheiiﬁrefer to the early lists of Mennonite Brethren Church

members which are 1no1uded in the appendlx to thls article, just as they appear in

FPriesen's history and some other early sources. For the purpose of thls paper, we
will concentrate basically upon those who signed the documents of January 6 end

March 19, 1860, thus considerlng the very earliest members of the church.



The COrnelsen/Gaede Family
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' Much has been written in the existing history books abothAbraham COfneiseg,

the school teacher in Elisabethtal, and the mastermind of the secession. Like w1th

Pt a*......;,..,.., e

the others, however, little has been written about his background and family ties.‘
Abraham Cornelsen was born on Auqust 11 1826 to Abraham Cornelsen and Maria Vbqt.6

He was probably born in the village of Wernersdorf where his parents had settled

5

in 1824‘ He is known to have had two older brothers, Heinrich end Wilhelm, and one :

oldeyx - sister, Aqatha.7

While nothing is yet known ahout nis brothars, there 1s an interesting : ‘

family connection involving both his'marriage and that of his sister. On February i

1, 1849, he was married to Aganetha Gaede. His wife happened to be the sister of

a certain Heinrich Gaede, who had earlier married Cornelsen’s sister, Agatha. R

Conseqnently, from the very beginning, the Gaede family;peeame closely involved

with the early Mennonite Brethren Chukrch,: : fm""?: B h?*'w ‘
The first Gaede mentioned. significantly in Mehnonite Brethren history was. o

As a member of the Kuban Mennonite Brethren Church, he wasﬂinstrumental in: bringing
the prineiples of the socalled. ”Ueberfroehlichen" intgwégeixuban community. After o
a rather ‘stormy history, he and a number of his relatives and frzends»established
a Kuban congregation ofrthedehurch,known‘as;the ﬁsreeé-aré&ggggcgogoﬁ.“s Gaede -
later was converted to.Seventh-~Day Adventism. .Degpite this rather unusual epiéode; =
many members—of the Gaede family remained in the Mennonite Brethren Church, and
many'memberS'of,thatAfamily have played significant roles .in the growth“offthe?—><
church. R T R T e
Abraham Cornelsen and his wife raised a family of ten sons, each of whom'
also hae a large. family. COnsequentiy,'many-cernelsen~desdeﬁéests%eontinue to

represent the influence which Abraham Cornelsen began within the church.
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Perhaps the most significant contribution, however, which Abraham Cornelsen
made in influencing the family composition of the Mennonite Brethren Church was hls

early evangellzation of German—Lutheran familxes in the Don River region of Ru551a.wr

o s e e e

Earlier. when other famllles were’ leavzng for the Kuban Cornelsen settled instead h'

B

migrated to Hillsboro, Kansas, many of these families of Lutheran background

accompanied him and settled in the Ebenfeld community near Hillsboro.~ Because of

B T

'\

Cornelsen 5 influence, these families-—the Seihels, the Hagens, the Rexswigs, the -

/,_, e
.\, .

Reddigs, the Ollenbergers, he Heius, and others——became the 1atest fdmilles to

RS e

achieve the status, w1thin barely more than a sxngle generatlon, of bearing what

many call a "Mennonite name

The Klaassen/Wiens/Beckexr Connection

In this amazing collection of early M.B: church members, we £ind one of the
most intricate and intertwining family networke_in*the~chnxch., Indeed; it was this -
intriguing group of relatives that first came to my attentiong*causinq,me to begin
my exglopatiengof'gl;5fam;ly tiesfamong~the,ear1y members: of therchurchgr'

~3gThe¢historieal;aeccunts speak of old anz- Klaasseh\ who .was apparently the
oldest among.the eighteen.. He was called upon ''''' tollay hands upon the first elected -
minister,. Heinrich Huebert, when no other "elder” could be found who would oxdain -

the newlyzchosén chief minister of the newborn church;s.jWhat'the history books do. - =

not tell us is that this man, on January 6, 1846, married the Widow Abraham Wiens,

assuming . responsibility for her -eight Wiens children, among ‘them Cornelius Wiens of

Elisabethtal, also-one of the eighteen. ~Indeed, it was in his home that the
fateful communion service of November 1859 was held. Yet another wiens step-son of
Franz Klaassen was Abraham Wiens of -Elisabethtal, another signer of the secession

document. - One step—dagghter—was;AnnerWiens, who was maiiieéftorﬂérnhard~Janzen~of :
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Blumenort, a signer of the two Kuban:letters of 1862 and 1863. Still ancthef step-
daugher was Margaretha Wifiés, who would shortly marry JacobrP; Beeker;iane&ﬁergefig
the eighteen original Brethren. To complxcate matters even more,; this Jacob- Becker
was the brother of Benjamin Bekker of Rudnerwelde, a signer of the Explanation"»
document of March 19, 1860. -aAnd then Marla“Becker,‘the sister of Jacob and
Benjamin, was to become the wife of Abraham Regier of Rudnerweide, another signer
of the March 19 document. Last but not least, Benjamin Bekker, was ‘soon to marry
Anna Neufeld, the»daughterﬂdf:ﬂeinrieh;Neufeid'ofeEinlageywoneﬁof the»fbunaers—of'

the Mennonite Brethren Church in the<§rort1tz Colony

This intriguing web of family relationships among early members of the <;\‘* i
church certainly excites ‘conjecture ragarding:the degree to which these family -

relationships influented the veryfbirth:of»the~hew—church.—,

The Strauss/Reimer/Claassen Network

Here we see another amazing and intricate family system. thtle is known I

about the Strauss famlly, except for the fact that August Strauss of(ggggrdau was-
one of the four signers of the secession document who later*withgrew from the
fellowship when, against their advice and oonvictions;»baptismigziggggggioﬁ?wesff?'77 o
made mandatory in the brotherhood. Indeed, August Strauss is thé only one of the5 -
four who is specifically named “in any gfrthe»seareegflp

Before he withdrew, however, he apparently influenced a good number of other i
Strauss family members, namely Gottlleb Strauss, Frledrich Strauss, and elther one |
or two men by the name of Johann Strauss, all from the village of Waldhelm, to ]01n
the movement and slgn the March 19 document David Doerksen of Waldheim another |
signer of the March 19 document, was marrled to. Karollna Strauss, a daughter of
Gottlieb Strauss.ll Jakob Reimer of Gnadenﬁeld,,who also signed the March 19
document, was marrled to Wllhelmlne Strauss, another daughter of Gottlieb Strauss.{gf‘

This Jakob Reimer of Gnadenfeld was, in turn; the brother of Cornelius Reimer; a
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signer of the Kuban letter of October 10, 1862, and ‘an early settler in the Kuban.
In addition, Katharina Reimer; a sister of Jacob and Cornelius Reimer, was the wife -
of<fohann Claeesen, perhaps the most renowned of all the origlnal eighteen brethren. -
The relationshxps then beoome:almostfunbelzevably complex when we réalize that
Dietrich Claassen of'Mariental,;an older’bmdther:of'Johann Claassen, was;anothef'of -
the eighteen, and P. M, Friesen‘carefully:itemizes,andfidentifies,still another
four Claassen family members among the signers of the Kuban letter of 1862.13.

It is ratherlsignificant.to note that Xatharina Reéimer, Mrs. Johann

Claassen, is the ony?/woman member‘ef the early Mennonite Brethren Church whose

“of P. M.‘Eriesen‘,fzvenﬂhere, however, her influence is only a~mamter of: record
during the times that her husband was away, either in-St. Petersbury, representing
the interests of the young church, or off exploring the Kuban region, soon to be

settled by a group of Mennonite Brethren..

. . , S ~ . . . . i

The Huebert/Harms Family

Relatively little is known of the family circle of the first elder of the
Mennonite Brethren, Beinrich:Huebert. .P. M;‘Friesen‘mekesmvirtually~the only
references to Elder Huebert's family by mentioning that Simon Harms, a signer of -

L

‘the March 19 document, was his son-im~law. . . i e

The Koop Family

leew1se, little is currently known about the father and son team from
1lsabethtal, Isaak Koop Sr. and Isaak Koop Jr. The father, however, is recorded
as one of the eighteen founders, and P. M. Friesen reports that both father and

son signed the Kuban letter of December 30, 1863 l

ThefPenne: Family -

Bernhard Penner, .a signer of the Marxe¢h 19 document, isione of the more

colorful personages in the early history of the M.B. Church. ‘According to P. M.
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Friesen,,he wag still unmakried when He szaned the document of March 19.15

'''''

ﬁe'later
was -one of the primary patticipants in the so-called "Ueberfroehliche Richtung.”
Indeed,. Bernhard Penner, Benjamin Bekker, and Gerhard Wieler, who was from the
Chortitz, became the self-apPointed “apostles” of the movement. frieSen also
provides somé clués!about Penner®s identit§~5y reporting that'he eventually became

an adventlst,l§ and at one point Friesen calls him Bernhird Penner Jr.17 o

Because of these various clues in Friesen, I am inclined to identify this
Bernhard Penner with one whose family ties are recorded in a privately published

-~ 18

genealogy: of the‘Dyck famlly This Bernhard Penner, a son cf Rev. Bernhard

Penner (a minister of the Gnadenfeld ‘Church) and Anna Dyck; was born August 12 1838,
and is recorded in the génealogy as residing in the village of Gnadenfeld. He was
married to an otherwise unidentified woman with the surname Neufeld.' Most
significantly, the genealogy states that many of his deecepéépfs are members of the -
Seventh Day Adventist Church. o

The most interesting family involvement of this Bernhard Penner is the fact
that his’ brcther,(&ron B. Penne\\was an ordained minister in the earlier-mentioned
"Bread-Breaker Church;;wgégze Aron B. Penner mlgrated to the United States and
established the church as the - chqugwgg.cod" in Falrview, Oklahoma Because hls
son, Aron.A. Penner, followed him as leader of this church, it is frequently called
the "Penner-Church." - This would provide yet another~family Iinkage'between the
Mennonite Brethren Church and the "Bread-Breaker Church® established by Hermen°
Peters, who himself was,” interestingly encugh,1a Eigﬁer of the Kuban letter of

December 30, 1863.

The Krceker/Janzen Famlly

Jakob Kroeker, a resident of the v1llage Lichtfelde, singed the March 19
document. He had been born in 1822 in the village Margenau to Julius Kroeker and

Anna Janzen. Of the early M.B. members, for whom family records and data are
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available, he has[;hers;ggq;ar{distinctidn~of being remargably free of family -
relatiogshipsawith,pheigthere,‘ His wife was a Maria Janzen, and many of her family
some tige,later became Mennonite. Brethren. One 0f~Ja§ebfs YOungerfha1f~br9thers,
David Kroeker, also later joined the Mennpnite Brethren Church. However; in rather
staxk,contreet to the others we have mentioned, no known relationship exists
between Jakob Kroeker and the other foundexrs and early adherents of the Mennonite
Brethren.

_Perhaps ;pis:agqqunts,in‘paggﬁfor,the very in;eresting pilgrimage of this -

particular family. Jakob. Kroeker. and his family moved to ‘the .Kuban in 1869, and -

\"\

Lange, a founder of the,?ﬂe?plar Churghi_ln the Kuban. ZIndeed, Jakob Kroeker s son -
Jakob states that he was converted, baptized by Rev. Lange, and joined the Templar -
Church. He later married Anna Neufeld, anothexr member of theATemplars. They
remained members of that church unt1{\1877, when they joined the Mennonite Brethren .

Church of therKuban.

. The father, Jakob Kroeker, was one of the few,Kuban=residents who joined the . .. .-

trek to Central Asia under the leadership of Elder<§?raham Peteréz who took his:

e

independent Mennonite .congregation to Turkestan, believing that the Second Coming :
of the Lord would occur in that region. It was only after the death of Elder
Peters in 1882 that the Peters-Church decided to become the Nikolaipol-Mennonite
Brethren Chureh.zoe,xt is of great interest to notice that the Janzen family.
namely the brothers and s{sters_of,ﬁaria Japnzen (Mrs. Jakob Kroeker), were hearty
supporters of Elder Peters and‘the migration‘te Asia, and thus the family
relationships there appear to hé&a iﬁfiuenced the Xroekers to join with Peters,
rather than remain in the Kuban among the Mennonite Brethren, where few “of thelrl"‘ﬁ

relatlves were church members.
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The Other Signers = = e BT o
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; Family mnformatlon regardlng the other s;gners of the. early documents,
namely Martin Klaassen, Abraham Wiens of Lichtfeloe, Danxelkaoppe; Isaak Regehr,—
Andreas Voth, Jakob Wall, Peter Stobbe, Abraham Peters, Wllhelm Bartel, Heznrich
Flaming, and Johann H;ebe;t, is almost: totally lacking at this time. Hopefully,
such infqrmation@will'beégnooverea, providing further details’about‘their faﬁily
connections. What does seem significant is the fact that virtually everykeeely
member of the Mennonite Brethren Church for whom family recoros are availeble, showsAA”
close famlly relationships with others among the founders of the church o

***f******:

Tﬁere are severalrother persons of 1mportance to the earlf Mennonlﬁe
Brethren Church who, whlle not becomlng members themselves, have famlly relation-
ships that add a new dlmenszon to our understandlng of Mennonlte Brethren hlstory.

The followznq two men are of partlcular 1nterest.

Johann. Harder -

. .All aeccounts of theieerly'yeaxe of the”Mennonite Brethrenfchurch give much

Ohrloff Church,»qggann Harder. In faot, Johann‘ckaassen quoted<Senator von Hahn;-ﬁzzig%&K

a Russian official. as saying, “For your deliverance you are inﬂehted to Elder -

Harder.:?l Without the support of the Ohrloff Church and its elder, the young
;ennonlte Brethren Church could hardly have survived. It is hardly surprising,
therefore,;thet:maqy,of(Haxderge descendants are how:membersrof,thetMennonite
Brethren Church.  His: -oldest son, thegg born in: 1836, became a leadlngrminister
of the Krimmer Memnonite Brethren Church, and a351sted,E1dex<JaE9b A. Wiebe in the
leadership. of the Gnadenau ‘Church .in Kegeas. DescendanQS‘of;this Johano¢Harder are

found throughout the United States as members of the Mennonlte Brethren Church.

Elder Harder's :.second: sop, Abraham J. Harder, was 11kew1se a teacher and
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minister in Russgia, and his son Johann A. Harder was minister of the Borden
(Saskatchewan) M.B. Church for many years. It is also interesting to’note that the
above-mentioned Abrahamea. Harder was married to Anna Fast, a daughter of Bernhard
Fast, elder of the<0hrloff Church immediately before Johann Harder. This Elder
Fast was himself con51dered to be an earnest supporter of religious reform within

the Mennonite community of the Molotschna Colony, and was himself sympathetic

toward the founding o6f£: the Mennonite Brethten Church-.

David A. FrleSen

The 1nf1uence of thlo oan oas also onmletakable in the eerlfifears of toe
Mennonite Brethren Church. As the Colony Admlnlstrator, or Oberschultz. in the
Molotschna he was the outspoken and powerful opponent of the young church. Indeed,ﬂ
as long as he was Colony Admlnistrator, he vociferously opposed any toleration of
the new church, and persuaded most of the colony leaders—-both secular and
religious~~to join him in that opposxtion. The 1ronic fact however, is that
Friesen's daughterx, Justina, had married Jakoowglwwlebe in 1857. This Jakob Wiebe,
of course, was soon to establish the Krimmer Mennonite Brethren Church. That body,
by merger in 1960, joined hands withzthe'mehnonite Brethren Church, bringing many
of Oberschultz Friesen's descendants: into membership in the very church which he

. opposed so energetically.

Some Perceptions and Proposals

We: could explore tﬁe impactfof the family on Mennonite history both before
and after 1860. :Even the founding of the Kleine Gemeinde in 1814 had the earmarks -
of a "family“ affair. Klaas Reimer, the founder and first elder of the church, was
married toga%certeih Helenaaniesenf - Her brothers and sisters econstituted much of -
the membership of that'newfchuroh. endfever,afterward?thegsurnamesvReimer and-

Fricsen Aominated the histnronz the Kleine Gemeinde. . For example, the second -
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elder of theiohurchawasJAbrehem Friesen, the brother of Helena Friesen Reimer. _The
third elder‘was Johann,Friesen, her nephew. Even today, the membershlp of-the.
Evangelical Mennonlte ‘Church of Canada, the Canadian portlon of the Church of-God in -
Christ, Mennonite, and the Emmanuel Mennonite Church of Meade, Kansas, all of which
find their roots 1n the Klelne Gemelnde, are populated by a host ofWBEipers andéCii( L&ﬁ7ri‘
Friesens, the descendants of Helena Friesen Rezmer and her brothers." o T
We could also look into recent Mehnonite”Bretoren hiéto:&feod eeejonqoingf
examples of the inflhencéfof‘the'femll§t7 bne”neeéxoolfimentioh the name Hieoert
among Mennonite Brethren, and lmmedlately a certain Minnesota-based famlly comes to |
mind, from whlch have come a long succe531on of ministers, mzssionarles, eﬁdr‘r
scholars. - Thls very symp051um, and the one held several years ago’ to commemorateA" 
the publxshing of a new hlstory of the Mennonite Brethren Church, show ample -
evidence of what 1mpact the famib§,Toews has had upon both Mennonlte history and
the recording of 1t o T ; 7
HoﬁeVer;:tﬁejﬁeéterns;of family fexétidﬁsﬁiéé we heve &isoorereoAamoog the'rt
early members of the church, and the continuing, historic impact which certain:v;i
families}hayeAhad upon. the ongoing ;ife,ofithe chgroh; clearly demonetrete»that5
family and courch are closely related concepts. There are unmistakable Legsons we:

can learn by observing that church and family go’hand~;n_hand:—indeed,;perhapsi

that church ls family, and %emlly is chur hl

R =

Proposal #1: Newrﬁoﬁemente OriginEte'oot of the Family

I propose that thls phenomenon is true in both secular and religious move-~

ments. This could be the natural outoome of a hztherto undzscussed assumption that o

is a natural tendency for one to share hlS revolutionary and somewhat dangerous‘
thoughts and ideas flrst w1th someone whom he trusts not to betray him and w1th

somecnie from whom. he has regularly recexved comfort and support The 1ogica1



14
sounding ‘board for new ideas is the family. The very same line of reasoning can be
used regarding evangelism. The proponents of a new idea--particularly an idea
which calls for commitment, allégfance;”and*eacrffiCe--will seek to share their

newfound commitment first w1th those they care for, namely their family.
N

Proposal #2: New Movements try to Duplicate the ?amilx

The family is such a recognlzed, obv1ous source of strength and support,
that each new movement seeks to follow 1ts example as a model of coheszveness,
acceptance, mutual concern, and respect.r It is no accident, and certainly not a
mere affectatlon, which causes adherents of a new movement to address each other as
"brothers" and “szsters.f; It is 11kew1se no comnczdence that newly—created,
closely~kn1t organizations frequently speak of themselves as "brotherhoods,"
"fraternal orders," "fraternlties,f}"sororltles,fA"la nuestra famzlia," or even
"Bruedergemeinde.” The model of the family is so powerful in its influence that :
every organizationkconcentrates“upon duplicating it in spirit, closeness, and

strength.

Proposal #3: - The Survival of a Movement Depends upon its Faithfulness to the

Family Concept

The welcome of a new~uemher to an established group must also be understood
as an acceptance to the family. The power’and witness'of?thefearlyvMennonite
Brethren Church, for example, was so all»encompassrnq that the conversion of
Lutherans and Cathollcs from the surrounding colonies meant not only acceptance in
the church, but also an invitatlon into the famlly. That 1nvitatlon was so strong
that many current so-called "Mennonite family names were "Lutheran“ and "Catholic

famlly names only a century ago.r The Kuban Mennonlte Brethren Church membershrp

list of 1878 reproduced as an appendix to this artlcle, shows the presence already

and family. One of the shortcomings of the Mennonlte Brethren Church during much
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of its recent history has been its duplicity-in evangelizing and seeking ‘the
conversion of all types of: persons -within its. reach, whlle simnItaneoust refu51ng
to welcome these converts ‘into the family asg. soﬁs-xn»law and daughters~in-law. Youd -
cannot call someone "brother"” and at. the. same tlme.fonbid him your daughter's hand

in marriage.. nggfully, we have lﬁarned~this,lesson. Just as hopefully, a century:"

KR

from now there wilf be a long list of new "Mennonite”. famiiy names!

. S

Lot

Proposal #4 The Influence of the(//’lly mpon a new Movement Iﬁg;ies the Related\n’h,

Powerful Influence of/Wbmen Upon that Movement

N

Historians have traditlonally overlooked the role of women upon hxstory
That over51ght has partlcularly plagued wrlters and recorders of church history.
Certalnly, 1f famllles have an 1mpact upon hlstory, we must recognlze that those
families contA1n mothers,'wxves, 51sters, and daughters. The dlfflculty for the
hlstorian, however, is the fact that the role o] Vwoméh\has generally been V
subordxnated to that of men, and thus 1t 1s nearl?mlm90351ble to 1solate the .
influence of women from that of the significant men around them. :The pronouncemonﬁs,
of the great men of history are seldom identified as reflecting the insights of
their mothers, wives, or sisters. But this was virtually the only way that a gifted
woman's influence could be expressed until recently~-through her father, husband,
brother, or son. I propose that the nature of relationships among the early

Mennonite Brethren is {gaicative that the women had considerable influence. The

~.

frequency of “in-laws" among the founding brethren implies that the common relative
of both, a woman, had exercised some influence in causing both of the men involved
to join in the common task of religious rebirth. Since the early Mennonite Brethren
Church forbade women to speak in church,23 they were constrained to speak in the

only way they could, through their husbands, brothers, and sons.

* *® * * - »
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The study of the impact of the family upon history is still in its
beginning stages. Because of the scarcity and remoteness of the relevant and
specific resources, the discovery of family influence is often an exercise in-
| detective work, deduction, and reading betweenfthe lines. This paper represents, .
. the current state of this exercise, aeiitrrelatee'to{the familyrin,Mennoq;te,
Brethren history. ‘Ae'thezpdwef of the&femily&becomes more widely ﬁﬁderstood, and -
as family records and reminlscences are discovered and interpreted, there will
hopefully be ‘a more comprehensive and definitive examination of that linkage between
history and the family. -
I challenge each of you to consider the impact of the family in history, as
it has 5een described in this paper. More important, I call upon each of you to -
| reflect upon your own personal history, and evaluate the impact which your family ,
has had upon you and your own . pilqrimage Perhaps we can, all together, learn to (
understand that family "language“ well enough, so that historlans will no longer

V4
v have reason to ignore it.
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APPENDIX An—The Szgners of the Secession Document,
S January 6, 1860

Abraham Cornelssen
Cornelius Wiens
Isaak Koop

Franz Klaassen
Abraham Wiens
Martin Klaassen
Abraham Wiens
Daniel Hoppel
August Strauss
Jakob Boecker?
Isaak Regehr3
Andreas Voth
Jakob wWall

Johann Claassen
Heinrich Huebert?
Peter Stobbe
Abraham Peters?®
Diedrich Claassen

1

APPENDICES

Elisabethtal
Elisabethtal
Elisabethtal
Elisabethtal
Elisabethtal
Lichtfelde
Lichtfelde
Schardau
Schardau
Rudnerweide
Pastwa
Pastwa
R T Pastwa
T : Liebenau
T Liebenau
Ladekopp
Ladekopp
Mariental

Boecker, Bekker gives Bekker, and Unruh gives Becker.

naming

3

Both Friesen and Bekker say Rege Unruh says Regler.
4Friesen says Huebert; both Bekker and Unruh say Hlebert.
5Friesen and Bekker correctly state name as Abraham Peters;

him Abraham Klassen.

APPENDIX B-~The SignerSHSf tﬁeéhtxéléhatibn" Document
“of March 19, 1860

David Claassen
Abraham Peters
Peter Stobbe
Heinrich Huebert
Simon Harms
Johann Claassen
Gottlieb Strauss
Johann Straussl
Friedrich Strauss
Dawvid Doexksen
Jakob Reimer
Heinrich Bartel

Ladekopp
Ladekopp
Ladekopp
Liebenau
Liebenau
Liebenau
Waldheim
Waldheim
Waldheim
Waldheim
Gnadenfeld
Gnadenfeld

T .

Unruh calls him David Hoppe: both Frlesen and Bekker say Daniel..

Y

His last name is. spelled differently in all three sources. Friesen qives .

Unxuh errs in

19



Bernhard Penner Gnadenfeld
Jakob Boecker? Rudnerweide
Benjamin Bekker Rudneérweide
Abraham Regehr Rudnerweide
Jakob wWall Pastwa

Isaak Regehr Pastwa
Andreas Voth Pastwa
Wilhelm Bartel Berdijansk
Isaak Koop Elisabethtal
Abraham Cornelssen Elisabethtal
Franz Klassen3d Elisabethtal
Abraham Wiens Elisabethtal
Cornelius Wiens Elisabethtal
August Strauss . Schardau
Daniel Hoppe . Schardau
Heinrich Flaming Schardau
Martin Klassen Lichtfelde
Jakob Kroeker Lichtfelde
Abraham Wiens Lichtfelde
{Johann Hiebert Wernersdorf)
(Diedrich Claassen Mariental)S

20

1Friesen lists two men by this name as being signers from Waldheim; Bekkér
lists only one.

Friesen, in a footnote, emphasizes that Jakob signed hls name Boecker,
while Benjamin signed :his Bekker. Bekker glves both as Bekker.'

3Friesen gives name as Klassen Bekker says Klaassen.
4Johann Hiebert is listed only by Bekker.’ _
Diedrich Claassen is listed only by F:iesen,
APPENDIX C--Participants in the EleGtion of
Leaders, May 30, 1860

Martin Klassen ) Lichtfelde

Abraham Wiens Lichtfelde
Jakob Kroekerl = . Lichtfelde
Franz Klassen -7 Elisabethtal
Kornelius Wiens Elisabethtal
Abraham Wiens Elisabethtal
August Strauss Schardau
Daniel Hoppe Schardau
Heinrich Flaming Schardau
Dietrich Claassen Mariental
Isaak Regier Pastwa
Abraham Regier Rudnerweide
Jakob Boecker Rudnerweide
Benjamin Bekker Rudnerweide



Jakob Reimer C Gnadenfeld

Bernhard Penner Jr. Gnadenfeld
Heinrich Bartel Gnadenfeld
Gottlieb Strauss Waldheim
Johann Strauss Waldheim
Friedrich Strauss Waldheim
David Dirksen Waldheim
Johann Huebert Wernersdorf
Heinrich Huebert Liebenau
Simon Harms Liebenau
Peter Stobb , - . .. - . Fuerstenau
Abraham Peters u . Ladekopp
David Claassen Ladekopp
Andreas Voth Pastwa

lFrlesen mentions that the name of Jakob Kroeker was crossed out in- the
original document, and no vote is recorded for him. :

APPENDIX D--Signers of the Letter of
October 10, 1862

Abraham Peters

David Claassen (older brother of the: Deputy)
Johann Claassen {David Claassen‘s son)

Peter Stobbe

Peter Martens

Heinrich Nickel

Benjamin Bekker

Peter Nickel

Johann Claassen (the Deputy)
Cornelius Reimer C e :
Johann Claassen . ‘ (nephew of the Deputy)

Cornelius Knelsen

Simon Harms

Johann Huebert

Peter Dyck

Johann Martins

Cornelius Penner

Jakob Reimer e
Dietrich Claassen (Older brother of the Deputy) -
Bernhard Penner :
Johann Strauss

Friedrich Strauss

David Duerksen

Abraham Dyck

Franz Claassen .
Isaak Koop -
Abraham Wiens
Cornelius Wiens
Heinrich Flaming
Abraham Regier
Heinrich Heufeld



Dietrich Claassen
Bernhard Janzen
Martin Klaassen
Jakob Kroeker
Abraham Wiens
Wilhalm Loewen
Heinrich Huebert
Jakob Boecker

22

(Dietrich Claassen’s son)

APPENDIX E--Signers of the Letter of December 30, 1863“""

Heinrich Huebert
Jakob Reimer
Bernhard Penner
Jakob Boecker
Heinrich Weufeld
David Duerksen
Friedrich Strauss
Franz Klaassen
Isaak Koop
Abraham Wiens
Isaak Koop

Peter Stobbe
Heinrich Flaming
Wilhelm Loewen
Andreas Voth
Dietrich Claassen
Jakob Kroeker
Johann Friesen
Gerhard Friesen
Franz Friesen
Hermann Peters

Jakob Martens
Heinrich Boldt
Abraham Eidzen
Daniel Eidzen
Johann Martins
Cornelius Penner
Heinrich Penner
Abrahaft Penner
Franz Wall
Abraham Deleske
Jakob Deleske
Jakob Devehr
Cornelius Wiens
Abraham Wiens
Bernhard Janzen
Abraham Weufeld
Heinrich Friesen
Wilhelm Giesbrecht
Cornelius Claassen
Peter Siemens

Regarding the Xuban

(son of the above)

(founder and elder of”therﬁérméhn’
Peters Church) : ,
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David Claassen
Cornelius Pauls

Franz Martens

Johann Claassen

Cornelius Reimer

Abraham Dyck

Johann Claassen

Benjamin Bekker

Klaas Huebert

Jakob Giesbrecht

Peter Nickel

Dietrich Claassen . ‘
Johann Claassen

Peter Buhler

Cornelius Knelsen

Peter Dueck

Abraham Huebert

APPENDIX F~--List of Members of the Wohldemfuerst (Kuban)
Mennonite Brethren Church on January 1, 1878

Living in Wohldemfuerst

Br. Karl Kalweit'and wife

Br. Jakob Weuféld and wife
Br. Simon Harms and wife

Br. Abraham Wiens and wife
Br. Johann, quwln and wife
Br. Johann Gudwin and wife
Br. Heinrich Flaming and wife
Widow Huebert

Br. Jakob Pener and Sister P.
Br. Ernst Stark and wife

Br. Kor. Prachtnau

Br. Kornelius Jantz

Br. Franz Schinkowsky

Br. Julius Grosmann

Br. Wilh. Krampe

Br. Heinrich Huebert

Mrs. Clas Huebert and Karolina
Br. Kor. Reimer

Br. Jakob Engbrecht

Br. Peter Blok

Br. Abraham Peters and Daughter
Br. Daniel Fast

Kor. Wiens

(illegible) Dueck

(illegible) Gaede

Br. Abr. Gaede

Sister Agatha

Sister Martens

Br. Joh. Klass.

Br. Isbrand

Sister Anna Regehr



Sister Susanna Isaak
Br. Peter Baerg
Sister Pauls

Sister Buller
Sister Goertzen

Br. Peter Goertz
Br. Georg Rueffel
Sister Krause-
Sister Kornelsen
Br. Abr. loewen

Br. Gottlieb Goertz

Living in Alexanderfeld

Sister Friesen

Sister Helena Friesen

Br. Jakob Martens and daughter
Br. Gerh. Freisen

Br. Bernh. Pener

Br. Jakob Kroeker

Br. Johann Pener

Br. Heinrich Peters and son
Br. Abrah. Peters

Br. Kornel. Krause

Br. Peter Pener and son

Br. Siebert Goertzen and son
Sister Helena Friesen

Br. Abrah. Huebert -

Sister Defehr

Sister Reimer

Br. Gerhard Goertzen

Br. August Lierman

Br. Johann Nefeld

Sister Margr. Kr.

Br. Abrah. Goertzen and Lis son Abraham
Brud. Freumark (?)

Br. Kornelius Funk

Brud. Heinrich Nikel

Br. Peter Nikel

Br. Bernhard Janzen
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