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I. The Natur.e of the Church. /5lcf2~ ~ 

A. The Church is a fellowship of assembled believers. c::P. hf -:fr 
1. liThe Church is the called out conc:;regation of believers, assembaed 

and acting according to its calling ••• The church of Christ is 

composed of all that through true faith in Jesus Christ and through 

obedience to the Gospel have separated themselves from the 1,1]'orld and 

bave their fellowship in the Holy Spirit 'vi th God the Father and Jesus 

Christ their only mediator ll • (Conf. of Faith. p. 18 - 19)· 

2. All "rho by the work of the Holy Spirit, are born again folIo,..,. the Lord 

in baptism and unite in fe11Oi,rship wi th a local body of believers t 

"And they that gladly received his word \;Tere baptized: and the same 

day there were added unto them about 3000 souls. - - And the Lord 

added to the church daily such as should be saved II • (Acts 2:41, 47) 

Eph. 2: 19 - 22. 

3. Thus upon the examples and teachings of the 1f ew Testament the church 

will receive into its fellowship all those, whatever their background, 

who: (1) have been regenerated by the Spirit of God (1. Cor. 12:13) 

(2) have been baptized (Acts 10:48) and (3) who gladly accept the Words 

of Scripture as the inspired and infallible Ivord of God, and are willing' 

to submit to its teachin~s as understood by our brotherhood, as a guide 

in Christian living. 

Gal. 1: 11, 12: IIBut I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel 

'w'hich ;'las preached of me is not after men. For I nei ther received it of 

man neither ">Tas I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christlf. 

1. Cor. 14: 37 If. • • • let him ackno1;dedge that the things I write unto 

you are the commandments of the Lordn • 



4. In this body of believers there is no distinction in class or rank. 

Christians are brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus. Col. 3:11 IIWoore 

there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcisiol1, 

Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all ll • 

There are, therefore, no SOCial, economic or racial distinctions. Neither 

is a sharp distinction bet",een laity and clergy warranted in the N. T. 

Church. Classification of Brethren into laymen and clergy is only 

with reference to duty and service, not to rank. Members of the 

church are closely bound together by ties of love and mutual concern 

and ao·c toward one another as members of a spiritual family. (3]ph. 4: 11 - 16, 

also v. 7. l~ Cor. 4:6, 7) 

B. The Church is a brotherhood of many local bodies of believers. 

1. Al though there exist many local and separate bodies of believers (or 

churches) they neverth3JeS!'1 compose one brotherhood. They have one 

faith and practice, and exercise a mutual Ohristian concern one for 

another. In the }T. T. "!j·Te learn that churches moved forward unitedly, 

although they "I'lere scattered livinG in various geoe;raphical areas. 

i'ihile local churches \-'lere independent bodies of believer!:!, workin~ to­

gether as a co:nplete organization, they ,v:ere, however, not absolutely 

independent. The decision and advice of the conference of brethren, 

as in Acts 15, ylaS sent to all the churches that it might guide them 

in the matteres at bando 

The Apostle Paul never separated one church from another in his 

thinki!l£. CA. H. Unruh) Whenever he \"roteto one church, his letters 

became applicable to all the churches. 001. 4: 16 11 And ,,,hen this 

epistle is read amon{; you, cause that it be read also in the church at 

Laodi6eans; and that ye like,.rise read the epistle from Laodicea tl • 



2. The local church assumes full responsibility in its spiritual ministries, 

and to follow the Lord according to His revealed Word, Col. 2: 5 .." 6 

ItFor though I be absElnt in tb..e flesh, yet am I "rith you in the spirit, 

joying and be:1.01din[;~ your order, and the stedfastness of your faith in 

Christ, As bave therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 

in him" •. The local church, furthermore, is imlardly constrained by the 

Spirit'Of the Lord, to consider'earn8stly the "'fishes and decisions of 

the total brotherhood, (or conferenqe) to prayerfully exam~ne. such in the 

light of Scripture, and to accept them in the spirit of love and br0t~er .... 

hood. If,howeVer,·· there is a dissatisfied minority, that minority must 

be denied the right of re_openinga;·CJ.u~stion o~ issue for .l'econsi.deration~, 
t: ' \: 

C. The Church is the company of all the redeemed of all ages and a11 peoples. 

"Although the members of the church -belone to all nations and. ranks 

sea tte~8d here and there throuEo'hout . the worid and are divided in denomi~ 

nations,';yet,the~r a.re all one andalllong one another bretr.ren cmd members 

and exist as :one body in Christ their head, 'I'1ho is Lord t chief Slai3pherdlt. 

(Conf! of Faith, p. 19) Romans 12; 5 "So we, being many, are Olle body in 

Christ, andevel~y one members one of another". (Eph. 4;4 -,6) In. recog-

ni tion of this. universal body of true believers the local churcha;nd 

indi vidual-believers sense the spiritual oneness wi th other C'~ri s t:i,ans ~ 
\1 

The local church cooperates with other true believers in the commu...YJ.i ty 

in such efforts which promote advantageously the ,'Tork of our Lord, 


