I+. The Nature‘of the Church.

A.

The Church is a fsllowship of assemblad believers. 6742 t?{,;é%?ﬂ, )

1.

"The Church is the called out congrsgation of beslisvers, assembided
and acting according to its calling. « + The church of Christ is
composed of all that through true faith in Jesus Christ and through
obedience to the Gospel have separated themselves from the world and
have their fellowship in the Holy Spirit with God the Father and Jesus

Christ their only mediator". (Conf. of Faith, p. 18 -~ 19)

A1l who by the work of the Holy Spirit are born again follow the Lord
in baptism and unite in fellowship with a local body of belisvers.
"And they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about 3000 sculs. - — And the Lord
added to ths church daily such as should be saved". (Acts 2:41, 47)

Eph. 2:19 - 22.

Thus upon the examplss and tsachings of ths Wew Testament the church
will receiverinto its fellowship all those, whatever their baékground,
who: (1) have been regenerated by the Spirit of God (1. Cor. 12:13)

(2) have been baptized (Acts 10:48) and (3) who gladly accept the Words
of Scripturs as the inspirsd and infallibls word of God, and are willing
to submit to its teachingcs as understood by our brothsrhood, as a guide
in Christian living.

Gal. 1:11, 12: "But I certify you, brethren, that the Gospel
which was preachsd of me is not after men. For I neither recsived it of
man neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ".

1. Cor. 14:37 ", . . . let him acknowledge that the things I write unto

yvou ars the commandments of the Lord".



In this body of believers thsre 1s no distinction in class or rank.
Christians are brothersband éiétérs in Christ Jesus. Col. 3:11 "Where

there is nsither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision,

Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and in all".

There are, thersfors, no social, sconomic or racial distinctions.- Neither

is a sharp distinction betwesn laity and clsrgy warranted in the N. T.
Church., Classification of Brethren into laymen and clesrgy is only

with reference to duty and service, not to rank. Members of the

church ars closely bound togethsr by tiss of love and mutual concsrn

and act toward ons another as members of a spiritual family. (Zph. 4:11 - 16,

also ve 7. 1. Cor. 4:6, 7)

Church is a brotherhood of many local bodies of believers.

Although there exist many local and ssparate bodies of belisvers (or
churches) they nsverthaless compose one brotherhood. They have oné
faith and practice, and exsrciss a mutual Christian concern one for
another. In the ¥. T. we learn that churches moved forward unitedly,
althoueh they wsre scattered living in various geoéraphical areas.
While local churches were indspendent bodies of believers, working to-
gether as a complete organization, they were, howsver, not absolutely
independsnt. The dscision and advice of the confersnce of brethren,
as in Acts 15, was ssnt to all the churches that it might guide them
in the matteres at hand.

The Apostle Paul nsver ssparated one church from another in his
thinking. (A. H. Unruh) Whensver he wrote to one church, his lestters
became applicabls to all the churches. Col. 4:16 "And when this
epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church at

Laodiceans; and that ye likswise rsad the spistls from Laodicea'.
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2.

The

The local church assumes full responsibility in its spiritual ministrias;
and to follow the Lord according to His rasvsaled Word., Col. 2: 5 - 6

"For though I bs absant.in the flash, yet am I with you in the spirit,
joying and beholding‘yéur ordsr, and the stedfastness of your faith in
Christ, As ye have thersefore reéeivad Christ 5ésus the Lgrd, so walk ye
in hinm", The local church, furthermors, is inﬁardly consfrainad by the
Spirit eof tha'Lord; to'cdnsider’earhéstly'thahwishes andqucisions of

the total brotherhood, (or conferénqé) to prayerfully examine such in the
light of Seripturs, and to accept ‘them in the spirit of iove;and b;b;gara
hood. ”If,'howeVer,~there is a diéSétisfied mihority, thaf.minq;ity ﬁgst

be denisd the right of rs-opening a’question or issue for,recons;derationk

Church is the company of all the redeéméd of all agés an& %;1‘;@@9101?5T

: ”Aithough=the mémbeps of the*dhﬁréh bslong to all'nat?gnsLand_ranks
scattarsd hete and thers throughouéhthe'woridfénd are dividsd in.denomi_
nations, ‘'yet thay ars all ons and amonz one aﬁother érefhrenfandiéembers
and exist as.ons body in Christ their head, who is iord,‘chisf Shephsrd",
(Conf, of Faith, p, 19) Romans 123 5 "So we,;being.many,‘ére ons body in’
Chrisf; andﬂeve%y ons msmbers one of another". (Eph. Lil ;.6) inrrgcogfl
nition ef this universal body of trﬁavbeIievers the local church and
individualLbelievers sense ths spirituai onéness with ther Ghr;stignsg
The local church cooperates'with‘othér true bslievers in’the communi ty -

in such &fforts which promote advantagsously the work of our Lord. =



