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The Scriptural Concept
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of the Church and its Implications for the Crganizational and
Structural Functions for the Mennonits 3rethrsa Church. 7 N

Ths Wature of ths Church:

A

The Church as an sxclusive fsllowship of belisverse. Acts 23 L4142,

"The church according to Anabaptists, is a voluntary and sexclusive fellowship of
truly convartad bslisvsers in Christ, committed to follow him in full obsdizncs as
Lord". H. S. Bendsr, Menn. Zncycl. Vol. p.5%4

"Tha Church of Christ is composed of all that throush trues faith in Jesus Christ
and through obsdisnce to the Gospel have separated themsslvss from the world and
havs their fsllowship in the Holy Spirit with God ths Fathsr and Jesus Christ
their only mediator”. M.B. Confsssion of Faith, p.19.

"The Church is ths callsd-out consrsgation of believers, assembled, and acting,
according to its calling". Confession of Faith, Footnote, p.18.

The Purity of ths Church must be guarded:

1. By preventing unbslisvers from filtsering into the Church from without.
2. 3By exercisinz church discipline from within.

The Church as a Brotherhood. 1. Cor. 12:12 — 27; Rom. 12:4 - 5; Tph. 4:1 - 4

"The Anabaptists conceived of the church as a Brotherhood in which there ars no
classes, no clergy and laity, no artificial distinctions, but a fellowship of
equals. The ¥.T. desiznation of 'Brother' and 'Sistsr! wers rsvised and given a
new and deepsr meaning. Thess terms iIndicated to them that members of ths church
were closely bound togethsr by tiss of love and mutuval concsrn and that they should
act toward sach other as mambsrs of a great family of whom God is the Father".
J. A. Tosws, Thesis: Ths Anabaptist Concept of the Church, p.121

"The Anabaptist concept of the church as a Brothsrhood carriss on antihisrarchical
smphasis, minimizinz the clerical charactsr of the church offices (slder, preacher
dnacon) and maintaining a lay ministry over against a professional and salaried
ministry, or at least smphasizing lay rasponsibility and lay participation'.

H. S. Bender, Menn. Incycl. p. 596.

This concept of the Church has bssn accepted by the M. B. Church as its name impliss.

Implications:

1. A clear-cut distinction betwssn the church and cultural Mennonitism must be
maintainzd.
2. The door into ths M. 3. Church must be kept open to trus belisvsrs of non-

Mennonits background.

3. A salarisd ministry does not necessarily violate the principls of Brotherhood.

a) Ths classification of Brethrsn into laymen and clsrgy can only bs justified
with referance to duty and not to rank.

b) Remuneration of ministsrs itsslf doss not creats a rank but rslsasss them
from thes concern for sarnins a livelihood so that thsy can dsvote themselvss
to feeding *h flocke.

¢c) A salarisd m igtry doess not sxclude ths assistancs of other 3rethren who ars
abls to tsachA
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d) The present transition is not a plannsd grasp for powsr but rather ths rssult

<L
U
of a combination of factors opsrating in our communitiss guite bsyond our

control, g
church of a divine call contributes largely to this transition.

Church Unitwv.

"Wa balisve and confess our faith in the axistence of ons holy, general Christian,
apostolic Church, the concrssation of ths saints". Coanfession of Faith, p.18.

-
"Althouch the mesmbars of this Church bslons to all nations and ranks scattersd hsrs

and thers throughout the world and ars dividasd in dsnominations, y2t thsy ars all one

The fact that there is a scarcity of ministers who can coavincs ths

’

and among one another brethren and members and exist as ons body in Christ thsir hsad,

who is Lord, Chisf, Shephsrd". Confsssion of Faith, p. 19.

The Unity of the Church is a fact to bs recognizsd, not a goal to be achisved.:

l- GOI‘& 12: 12 — 13; Ephu Ll’:l'l"o

Christianity cuts across all social barriers. Col. 3:11.
This unity csnters in Chrigt and not in crasds, or culturs, or golour, or casts.

Tmity of faith is a goal for which ws must stirve. Eph. 4:11 - 16.

This unity is to bs accomplished by authoritative tsaching and not msrsly
by rssolutions.

Division of ths Church on crsadal basis tends to psrpetuats diffsrencss
which might mors rsadilv be overcome by patient and persistsnt instruction.

More faith confrzsnces would also serve a zood purposs.

Implications:

If we confess all belisvers to be ons in Christ, how can we give mors ads-
gquate expression to this truth in practical 1ifs?

1. Transfer of membership to and from othsr denominations.

2. Admission of Christians into membsrship who have bsen sprinkled upon faith.
Ixample: mixed marriages. .

3. Co-opsration with other denominations.

Church polity and organization.

"In church polity, ths original Anabaptist movsmsnt was strongly conzrsgational,
th

although thse synodal idea was not altcgether absent . . . In soms Mannonite groups -~

i.e., the Mennonite Brathren and the Mennonite Church - ths synodal idsa has con-
guered; authoritative goveramsnt by conferences is now ths ruls'".
4.S. Bender, Menn. Zncycl., p.596

A. Ths Hesadship of Christ. Zph. 1:22-23; 5:24; Col. 1:18.

Authority rests in Christ., Ws must naver study the church as sepérated from its

Head. Ths church as body has no.primary authority but only sscondary.

B. Congrezationalism.
Wo clerical despotism taucht or practised in the apostolic church. A nots of
congregationalism is in svidencs in Acts 1 — Filling of vacanciszss
Acts 6 — Zlsction of dsacons.
Acts 13 — Sending out missionariss.
Lets 15 —~ Settling of doctrinal gqusstions.

&

"It was not the dictatorial dscision of Jamss that sattled ths question, but the
a¢resment of the Brathrasn with ths verdict of ths Soirith.



Private confsersncs of leaders was followsd by an opsn discussion which rssultad in a
final submission of wills to God. Acts. 15:22 "Then pleasad it the apostles and
2ldsrs with the vhols church".

Jlders ars not lords ovar God's hsritage, dut sxamplss of flock, willing sarvants
feeding the flocka 1. Pater 5:1 - 3. .
As responsible tsachsrs of ths word they must bz obsysd. Hebr. 13:17.

C. Church politv is not democratic.

Dzmocracy is governmant by thes pesopla. The will of the majority bscomss law. The
church is in rsality a thsocracy. Ths will of God is final authority. Doctrinal
guastions ars not decidsd by ballots, or by majority vots but by praysrful ssarch of tha
scripturss accompaniad by sslf-judement and resulting in harmonious agrssmsnt. "With
ons accord". In democracy ths fovarnment is hald in chack by an opposition. In ths
Church we ars concernad about unanimity.

Ds Rule by Confsrencs.

The Scripturss tsach a plurality of churches. (Acts 9:31). Churches wmere named ac—
coning to locality in which the mambers rssidsd. Naminz of Churchss according to
human Ieadership, smphasis on particular doctrines, church polity or practics of
Church ordinances is forsign to Scripturs. Denominationalism is not sstablished by
Scripturs but is rather a product of History. «--

Orzanization into Confersnces is likswiss not recorded in Scripturs. The unity bs-
tween churches was spiritual rathsr than organizational and was sxprsssad in mutual
aid, itinerant ministry, zrsstings, sftc.

The Church is a body, an organism %ather than an organization. Howsver, governmant
requires organization. The Bible recogcnizes a division of labor, a variety of gifts
to. be used for ths benefit of ths whols. Orzanization ssrves to facilitate the
discharge of thess dutiss

Ho very specific and dstailsd pattsrn of church organization is givsn in Scripturs.

Must ws conclude that the matter of organization was left largsly to thes discretion

of the church to bs decided according to prsvailing nseds?
fsw principlss of orzanization ars svidsnt:

Organization is always a msans to an end.

Organization should provide racognizad lsadership.

Organization must give primary smphasis to an sffsctive ministry of thes word.
. Organization should bs characterized by simplicity.

Organization must procesd according to nesd.
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Implications.

1. TIs thes statemsnt of H.S. Bende
tive govsrnment by confersncs

storically corrzct when hs says that authorita-

s he ruls in the M.B. 3rothsrhood?

2., If so, have we departsd from ths practics of ths aarTW apostolic church?

3. ©Should ws give greater g:rpnas1 t he autonomy of thz local church?

L., Fow can we safsguard authority ‘ih the church against an sxtrams individualism
which sssks advantage in consrssgational church polity?



