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Christi Blut und Gerechiigkeit,

das ist mein Schmuck und Ehrenkleid;
damit will ich vor Gott bestehn,

wenn ich zum Himmel werd eingehn.

Gelobet seist Du, Jesu Christ,
daf3 Du ein Mensch geboren bist,
und hast fiir mich und alle Welt
bezahlt ein ewig Losegeld!

S HEISL KauP—

‘The bambov with its flexible stalk which bends 1
the ground in the storm, but rises up agan without
breuking, symbolizes persons whose strenth of char-
acter allow them to bend under Ufe's challenges, but
who have the resilience to rise again and stand
straight and true.



“He put a new song in my mouth,
a hymn of praise to our God."’
Psalm 40:3

“I will sing a new song to you, O God.”’
Psalm 144:9

“‘Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous;

it is fitting for the upright to praise him."’
Psalm 33:1

In Loving Memory
of

Hildegard Marga Neufeld

beloved wife of Rev. William Neufeld,
of 801-10 Valhalla Drive, Winnipeg.

Aged 83 years

Born February 7, 1909
Died March 4, 1992

Funeral Service
Monday, March 9, at 10:30 a.m.

at the North Kildonan Mennonite Brethren Church,

217 Kingsford Avenue, Winnipeg.

Clergy

Rev. John Epp
Rev. Herman Lenzmann

Interment
Glen Eden Memorial Gardens

Pallbearers
Arnold Neufeld William Redekopp
Albert Redekopp Tom Neufeld

Arthur Redekopp Harold Neufeld
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“The bamboo with its flerible stalk which bends
the yround in the storm, but rises up again without
breaking, symbolizes persons whose strength of char-
acter allow them 10 bend under bfe's challenges, but
who have the resilience to rise again and stand
straight and true.
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In Loving Memory
of
Lydia Neufeld
of 607-1335 Henderson Highway, Winnipeg.
Aged 84 years

Born July 1, 1906
Died May 13, 1991

Funeral Service

Thursday, May 16, at 2:00 p.m.
at the North Kildonan Mennonite Brethren Church,
217 Kingsford Avenue, Winnipeg.

Clergy
Rev. J. B. Epp
Rev. John Baerg

Interment

Behold, I have graven thee upon
Glen Eden Memorial Gardens

the palms of my hands; thy walls are

continually before me. Pallbearers
Isaiah 49:16 .
Edith Neufeld Harold Neufeld
Lillian Pauls Arnie Neufeld

Hildy Bergmann Ted Baerg

Arrangements by:
Klassen Funeral Chapel Ltd.



Taunte Malwintje

Taunte Malwintje doesn’t know
the meaning of “‘old’’ at age 88

M U/-e_/,[‘

N ie stankre soo lang aus maeajlijch
(We struggle as long as possible),” said
Malvina Neufeld, better known as Taunte
Malwintje, when I visited her for another
interview for the Mennonite Mirror.
When she was first interviewed she was
74: now she is 88. She was wearing a
becoming blue dress on this second visit,
and her slim, erect figure, her animated
face and the sparkle in her eyes com-
pletely belied her age as she welcomed
me into her cozy sitting room.

The purpose of the interview was to
find out how it feels to be old. I had tele—
phoned her several times but wasn't able
to reach her. I began to worry. Was she ill
or had she fallen and hurt herself? I called
her daughter and was told that Mrs. Neu—
feld was away on.a holiday. I hadn't
expected that.

1 found her to be full of enthusiasm
about her bus tour of the Canadian Rock-
ies. She showed photos she had taken,
already neatly mounted in an album. "It
was marvelous to see the wonderful
world God has made. We went for a walk
right on a glacier, as you can see on this

«re. Here are photos of my second trip

‘awaii. Just look how beautiful it all
was! I enjoy travel as much as ever. My
husband and I always liked to go places
and see things. We went on many trips by
car. And nowadays many senior citizens

by Agnes Wall

like myself are doing things which were
never done a few years ago. I think Fehr—
Way Tours can take much of the credit.
They're willing to go the extra mile. They
provide opportunities for people to go out
and see the world instead of sitting at
home, bored and alone.”

In my mind's eye I imagined Taunte
Malwintje walking into countless homes
and rousing the elderly to come out into
the fresh air and take a bus tour some-
where. But it was impossible to imagine
her sitting at home, bored and alone. It
was obvious from our conversation that
she is much beloved by her children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
52 in all, and by her many relatives and
friends. It was also beautiful to realize
how much she cares for them. She shares
their joys; she shares their sorrows. They
call her often and like to invite themselves
over for a meal, asking for home-made
Kjieltje (noodles) or Warenike (perogies).
Taunte Malwintje is still an excellent
cook. She insists on cooking and baking for
Christmas when she invites all 52 of her
family for dinner.

Taunte Malwintje was born in one of
the Mennonite villages in the Ukraine.
Her home was right at the end of the
village, near a bridge over the Dnieper
River. As a young girl she experienced
the terrors of the First World War and the

Russian Revolution with its cruel conse—
quences. “"The troops were always back
and forth across the river. First it was the
Reds, next it was the Whites or someone
else. The bridge was destroyed and
rebuilt three times. I remember we lived
through a period where we didn't take
our clothes off for 13 weeks. My ties with
Russia were severed many years ago and
I will never go back there for a visit.”

She, her husband and young son emi—
grated to Canada in 1924. They had a
difficult beginning in a new country,
working on various farms. Soon the “dirty
thirties” made farming next to impossi-
ble. They moved to Gardenton, where Mr.
Neufeld had a job in a flourmill, bought
and operated by their relatives who had
been millers in Russia. They bought two
and a half acres of land close to the
Roseau River and built a house on it. "It
was a blockhouse. The two of us did all the
work ourselves. For the walls my husband
bought some beams which he hammered
vertically into the ground, three feet
apart. Next, we fitted poplar cordwood
between these beams. These were to be
plastered, inside and out. The plaster was
prepared by mixing clay, water, and
straw. I mixed it well by walking around
in it. I still remember how prickly the
straw was on my bare feet. My husband
was very thorough and particular, so that

/€3
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when the walls were done, they were
very smooth, so smooth that we could
wallpaper them. When we needed bricks [
again prepared the clay for them by
treading the mixture, which was then
poured into frames my husband had
made. When the clay had dried, we had
strong bricks for the chimney. There was
a natural spring under the house and we
enlarged it into a well, so we always had
clear, pure water right in the house. The
house had a big kitchen, a living room and
two bedrooms on the main floor. Later we
built a summer kitchen and two more
bedrooms upstairs. Still later, we
expanded the main part of the house too.”

Gardenton was mostly a Russian and
Polish community. The few Mennonites
living there got together for church ser—
vices in one of the houses. Sometimes
they were served by a visiting preacher.
Mr. Neufeld taught Sunday school for
many years.

Every year Taunte Malwintje still goes
for a visit to her old home and is always
well received. Many people there
remember her. The house they built is
still there too, still in use, together with
the original chimney. "My husband cer—
tainly knew how to build a good
chimney,” she laughed. Her laugh is
delightful, somewhere between a chortle
and a gleeful trill.
® No plan to move again

In 1953, they moved to North Kil-
donan. The North Kildonan Mennonites
built a new church and the Neufelds
bought the old one and remodelled it into
a general store with living quarters in the
back. The business kept them both busy
for 16 years until Mr. Neufeld retired. He
died nine years ago, but Taunte Mal—
wintje still lives in the house and has some
very definite views about moving any-
where else.

"Ilove to live here. It's my home. I hate
walking along the long corridors in the
apartment houses when I go to visit my
friends there. I put my name down as a
possible tenant for Bethania Haus.
Recently someone telephoned me about
this. I said I wasn't ready to move in. They
wanted to know why I had signed up for it
then. [ told them I did it because there
should be enough names of future tenants
to warrant building such a place. We need
it in the community. I'm just not one who
needs it."’

Taunte Malwintje's house, a long, nar-
row, building reaches almost to the front
sidewalk. It stands out from all the others
on the street. I found the inside quite
intriguing, especially the largest room. It
used to be the room where the congrega—
tion gathered for worship when the
building was a church, then it was the

6 /mennonite mirror/ november, 1988

main part of the store. Now it's the family
meeting place used for entertaining and
feeding large groups of people. Along the
lower part of one wall, Taunte Malwintje
has mounted a series of maps. Each one
depicts a part of the world which she has
visited, the tour itself clearly traced with a
heavy line. Above the maps, the wall is
covered with formal and informal pho-
tographs of the British Royal Family. (']
still need pictures of Fergie's baby,” said
Taunte Malwintje.) There is a bench run—
ning the length of this wall and in front of
it, long tables neatly covered by a white
cloth, all ready to set for a meal. The other
walls have shelves with all sorts of bric—a—
brac, some of it quite old and valuable.
¢ Famous for quilts

Mrs. Neufeld is famous for her quilted
comforters. They are filled with pure wool
(none of this artificial stuff for her), which
is often donated by friends. She washes
the wool herself and combs it on a wool—
carding machine designed and con-
structed by her husband. She does most of
the quilting by hand, her neat even
stitches following a pattern she has traced

on the material. She is proud of her work
as well she should be, because comforters

like hers cannot be bought in any store.

She keeps a record of the quilts she has
made. This record shows the date each
one was made and for whom. In all, she
has made over 2000 quilt comforters.
Sometimes she makes a few for her family
(each grandchild receives one when she
or he marries), but most of her work is for
sale. The earnings are donated to a
worthy cause. Her main project is the
Westgate Mennonite Collegiate, a school
she was interested in right from its begin—
nings. "Thelped scrub the floors when the
first building on Edison Avenue was
readied for occupancy and still help
whenever I can. We have a thrift shop on
Selkirk Avenue where 1 work as a volun—
teer. The day I go there, I usually bring
some money which I made from the sale
of my quilts. So far, I've made 60 comfor—
ters for this purpose. [ don't put them up
for sale at the shop because they would
not fetch a good price there. People hear
about my quilts and come to my house to
buy them. I'm working on a comforter for
a single bed right now. Want to come and
look?”

I didn’t only see it, I bought it! Taunte
Malwintje has this effect on people.
®More than comfort

Besides the comforters, she has
another source of income. “When I make
the quilts,” she said, “there are always
some pieces of material left, They are new
and far too good to throw away. Ina year I
save quite a few of these remnants, Every
January I set aside a week where 1

sew these pieces u...

each apron to suit the materic

at hand, so all are different. [ t1..

with edging or rickrack which I've sau
from the time we had the store. They
pretty aprons (daut sennt straume
Schaldaetja), nice for birthday gifts. They
sell very quickly at four dollars an apron.
The money goes to Westgate too. I usually
make about 40 aprons every year."

"I like people. Sometimes we take
folding chairs to the park and I sit down
and watch the people going by. I can do
this for hours. I think people are the most
interesting creatures God has made. Per—
haps because of my people watching I like
to help them. I see there is work to be
done and I do it. I enjoy it (mie jeit daut
scheen).”

She is practical and direct. Instead of
indulging in maudlin sentimentality, she
rolls up her sleeves and gets to work. Her
sensible, no nonsense approach to help—
ing has been her philosophy of life and
she is not about to give it up just because
she is 88. All her life Taunte Malwintje
has always done what she wanted to do.
She radiates joy and contentment.

"I am a very fortunate person to have
such good health. When 1 was a child, I
had all the sicknesses children get. Per—
haps that’s why I'm so healthy now. T
never even have a cold. I sleep well ar.
can eat everything, though I never eat
very much at a time. Even though I don‘t
like medical check—ups, I went to see the
doctor the other day. He calls me Taunte
Malwintje too. He said, "Taunte Mal-
wintje, what should I do with you? I can
find nothing wrong with your health.
You'll have to live a while longer so you
can do more good work."’

She laughed her infectious laugh. "“Im-
agine, he wants me to live just so I can do
more work! Maybe he is right, Last year I
made five quilts for a lady who wanted to
give them to her children for Christmas.
She called me a “Wunder Gottes” (mir-
acle of God).”

Such is Taunte Malwintje's life, always
dedicated to others. She was present at
the very first women'’s conference in
Plum Coulee. She recalls there were
about 40 women at this gathering. Last
year she was recognized as the only
woman from this original group who was
still active in the organization. She can
look back on many useful, fulfilling years
of service to her community.

After 1 had concluded my interview
and was already out on the sidewal
remembered that I hadn’t asked Taunie
Malwintje what it was like to be old. It just
hadn't occurred to me, possibly because it
hadn't occurred to her either. mm
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