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The Enns Family Singers
esent ''The Good Times"’

A review by Al Reimer
je Performances Manitoba Inc. pre—
The Enns Family and Friends Sing—
'n Allen Guten Stunden” (*"The Good
"), February 10, 11, 12, 1988, at the
Richardson Auditorium, Winnipeg
allery.
e Old Man River, Kurt Waldheim and
ousetrap, the Enns Family Singers
eep rolling along. This year’s pro-
their fourth since 1982, was billed
allen guten Stunden ("The Good
') and so they were for three
ing evenings at the Art Gallery. So
ar has this amateur group become
two evenings no longer suffice to
modate all the Mennonites (and
) who flock to hear them. And all
concerts played to full houses.
ving used up all my favorite super—
in previous reviews of the Enns
's artistry, I'm forced to invent new
or risk repeating myself, something
inging Ennses never seem to do. As
ious concerts, Brother Ernest, the
leader (dee Eppaschta fonn dee
Schwoarm), looking more patri—
1 than ever, got the evening off to a
ng start with his witty opening
arks and vigorous conducting of the
ning song.
As usual the five Enns brothers set the
rformance pace for the rest of the
p. And just when you think you know
xactly what these five can do on stage
they surprise you with something differ—
ent, This time two of therm — Sig and John
— demonstrated that they don’t have to

take a back seat to sister Selma and her
husband Peter when it comes to reciting
poetry. Anybody who can make that old
school chestnut 'The Ships of Yule”
sound as interesting and dramatic as
Brother Sig did knows something about
the fine art of recitation. And Brother
John followed with an excellent reading
of Salus’ German poem "Kammermusik.”
Not that Selma and Peter Enns were
upstaged. Not even the combined pres-
ence of Marilyn Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor
and Mae West in their prime could ever
have upstaged Selma. Her sensitive ren-
dition of "Kennst du das Land wo die
Zitronen blahen” was movingly con-—
trasted with Peter’s rendition of the par—
ody "Kennst du das Land wo die Kanonen
blihen.”

Brother Harry, his bass voice as robust
as ever, sang ""Song of the Dnieper River”
in Ukrainian, and Brother Henri not only
served as conductor but sang several
beautiful solos and combined with folk—
singer Don Milne on a couple of humorous
folk ballads. All five brothers combined for
a spirited version of “"When the Roll is
Called up Yonder.” And deserving of a
special mention is Vera, Sig's wife, who as
piano accompanist never once faltered in
playing a dazzling array of musical styles
and forms.

The younger generation of Ennses and
friends also shone. Noreen Gafic, daugh-
ter of Irene and Ernest Enns, conducted
the ladies section of the choir with all the
flair and élan of her father. Eleanor Isaak

sang the dramatic song "Der Rote
Sarafan” with good effect while her hus-
band regaled the audience with the solo
parts of "The Hippopotamus Song."
Catherine Enns skilfully read an excerpt
from Cyrano de Bergerac and husband
Paul participated in a hilarious reading of
*The Owl and the Pussycat.” Other effec—
tive soloists were Alfred Penner, James
Schellenberg and Abe Peters. The con-
cert was brought to a hearty close with a
medley of Canadian folksongs from all the
main regions of the country.

What continues to intrigue me is not
only the fine, disciplined artistry of the
Enns family, but the impressive variety of

skills and repertoire they can muster as
individuals and collectively. Not only are |

they completely at home with English |

and German, not to mention forays into . . -

Plautdietsch, Russian and Ukrainian, but

they have an intuitive grasp of a wide - &

variety of musical and literary forms —
from their beloved German folksongs to
Negro spirituals, from classical poems to
nonsense verse. A simple, sincere,
straight-to-the-heart style and treat—
ment are the magic ingredients that make
this family of amateur entertainers so
appealing. The program notes state that
this might be the last of these wonderful
concerts. 1 can fully appreciate the enor-
mous amount of time and energy re—
quired to bring off these seemingly artless
evenings. And even the Ennses repertoire
isn't inexhaustible, extensive though it is.

But say it ain’t so Ernest, and Sig and
John and Harry and Henri and Selma and
Peter and Marlies and Irmgard and Vera!
We need you all to remind us every year
or two that not everything in our confus—
ing world is changing beyond recognition,
that some things remain the same and
even get better, that our old sane, safe
Mennonite ethnic world has not yet faded
irrevocably into the crude bedlam of pop
culture and TV monomania. We need you
to share with us, periodically, "I'm Kreise
der Liebe” in “This Golden Land” “In
allen guten Stunden” the artistic riches
and cultural values you have accumulated
and nurtured over the years.

Komt boold wada, jo?
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The Singing Ennses

Soar Again

1 review by Al Reimer

The Enns Family and Friends Singers
%resent The Circle of Friends Revisited,
Muriel Richardson Auditorium, Win—
1ripeg Art Gallery, October 25 and 26th,
1985.

Yes, folks, the singing Enns clan has
{one it again! Like one of those legend-
iry circus families performing on the
1igh wire or trapeze, this mighty Enns
eam never faltered as they took their
:nsemble act through another dazzling
wvening of popular stage entertainment
it the Muriel Richardson Auditorium.
rhis time there were 37 of them, and
vith their usual Enns chutzpa (Driest-
reit, opp Plautdietsch) they made the
Art Gallery ring with old favorites like
Jrunten im Unterland, Stenka Razin,
ind On that great gettin’ up mornin’,
"he opening songs were accompanied
»y informal color slides of the family on
rips or simply enjoying nature. In
etween songs they recited poems in
hree languages, told funny stories and
inecdotes and deftly picked the hearts
f their capacity audiences for two
rights running.

In an age of increasingly sophisticated
'ntertainment, where else could you
ind a public performance as delightfully
ld—fashioned, shamelessly sentimental
ind artistically wholesome as this?
Jnlike their last one two years ago, this
‘nns program had no overt theme, but
vas designed simply to create, as clan
eader Brother Ernest put it, “an atmo-
phere of Gemiitlichkeit. It had all the
ariety, spontaneity and casual charm of
tfamily sing-song around the old parlor
ipright. One suspects that the Enns clan
till does this sort of thing every time
hey get together. In their enthusiasm,
ffhandedness and sheer joy of per—
orming they are amateurs, all right, but
vith a difference. Putting together a
rogram like this requires an immense
witlay of time, energy and dedication, as
vell as considerable talent. And these
inging Ennses have all those qualities
nd then some.

As usual they sang familiar German,
18/mennonite mirror/november 1985

Negro spirituals in no particular order
but always with zest and the kind of
innate good taste that is characteristic of

this group. The highlight of the evening |

for me and for most of the audience, I'm
sure, was Brother Harry’s thrilling ren—

dition of Stenka Razin, accompanied by |

brothers John and Henri on the guitar
and balalaika, respectively. Harry Enns’

ringing bass is still in fine estate and song
and singer suited each other to perfec— |

tion. The Five Brothers — Ernest, Sig,
Harry, John and Henri combined for a
hilarious ““old men’s” version of Love’s
Old Sweet Song. | also enjoyed Henri's
solo In einem kiihlen Grunde, Sig’s cav—
ernous basso rendering of Jacob’s Lad-
der and Eleanor lsaak’s sweetly sung
Our Bright Summer Days. The full choir

sang a hauntingly beautiful Miide bin |

ich, geh’ zur Ruh and a lovely Die Lore
am Tore.

The readings were as varied and
skilfully done as the singing. Irmgard
Friesen read a Fritz Reuter poem in
flawless Mecklenburger Platt, followed
by Butch Isaak with a poem in Moloch-
naya Plautdietsch (the Mennonite Low
German sounds ““flatter,” less like High
German). Horst Friesen read a humor—
ous 1985 version of Snow White and
Peter Enns delivered two German
poems in his usual polished style. And
Selma Enns scored a palpable hit with
her I wish I didn’t talk so much. Selma
has a unique way of acting out a poem.

Marie Enns gave a graceful reading ofan | IR
English poem. Another touching |~ oo
moment of evening came when young

Cathy Enns rose bravely from her
wheelchair and presented a red rose to a
cousin standing in for a great—aunt.

This was the third such Enns concert

e ek e ——
about it, it won't be the last one. Whatis |- -

the source of this family’s genuine

we see them as representing a style of i :
ity Jiké thas flouirished amora G 1 TREE Saidur, <1 oottt o bt ). (R
nonites in Russia and here in Canada at

one time but that is now rapidly declin-

ing? That style was, of course, based on

the clan concept, the family as a com— =~

plete social organism working together,
playing together, praying together. It

was patriarchal in structure, stable in =

form, devout and purposeful in spirit.
With its German cultural orientation this

way of life tried to preserve a sense of arse

generational continuity and fostered a
narrow but healthy artistic refinement.

Listening to the Enns family present
these unpretentious bits of folk culture

gives one the illusion of time standing
still, as though we are still in the inno—

cent, naively hopeful earlier decades of

this century.

But time is rushing by after all. One |
wonders how long this fine family will :
be able to preserve their archaic but
immensely appealing style of popular ' -

entertainment. How precious, fragile

and personal this warm cultural gesture =~

seems when set beside the noisy ape—
strutand blasting cacophony of the Rock

. Era. For a brief moment, at least, the

Enns family created the illusion that we

all once shared a saner, sweeter, more .

caring world than the one towards

which we are how being helplessly pro—

pelled.

May the Enns Family lead us into their -~ -
magic Circle of Friends again soon.

Komt boold wada, jo? mm
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